Building Classroom Climates -- 2nd Grade – Supporting the Learning Community
Video transcript from Day 14: Building group norms through math “games”

MIA BULJAN: Put them in order and read them to your partner. Your cards are your cards. You're
responsible for putting them in order. Mark, put your water bottle down. Don't touch it again. Your job
is to put your cards in the right pocket. You cannot pick up your cards -- your cards must lay flat just like
they are. Jania, put them just like they are. And you cannot talk to each other. You can point. Ashley.
Anthony, get your hands off her cards, thank you. So you can point. If you see that your neighbor
should play their card, you can point to it, but you can't tell them where it goes and you can't talk to
them. Do you understand?
STUDENTS: Yes.
MIA BULJAN: Now, it's a silent game which means it's a silent star game. So when the silent star is up
nobody can talk -- that includes me. So right now go ahead and start talking until you see the silent star.
No telling them go, go, go -- there is no talking. You can point but that's it. Mark, put it down. Okay, I
need to know who thinks they have the one that goes right here. Okay, Bebe and Sayana, bring your
cards up. They both think they have the one that goes right there. I want you guys to decide for them.
Put it in. Have a seat. Bebe's goes here. Sayana decided that she made a mistake -- she has a different
idea now. Are you ready? I don't want to hear a word. Oh, and by the way, we're timing this. Let's see
how fast you can go. Hold on.
STUDENTS: Ahh!
MIA BULJAN: You did it!
STUDENTS: Yeah!
MIA BULJAN: So before we can say we're done, looks like we're missing a couple of numbers, which
happens sometimes. It may have fallen on the floor or maybe I didn't pass it out. So before we do
anything -- sit flat -- what numbers are missing? What numbers are missing?
STUDENT: Fifty-four.
MIA BULJAN: So put it where it belongs. What else are we missing? Cindy, what else are we missing?
18 minutes and 56 seconds, that's how long it took you. Give yourself a pat on the back. Your goal, your
goal is to do it -- Cindy, Lisette -- your goal is to do it under five minutes. Do you think you can do it?
STUDENT: No.
STUDENT: Yes.
MIA BULJAN: Cadillac, you don't think so?
STUDENT: If you believe.
MIA BULJAN: If you believe. Well, there are a couple of things you did that made it go a lot faster. Eyes
up here, Lisette! Don't talk to her, Cindy. Thanks. One thing that people started doing is they didn't
wait. So if we were down here on 95 and 94, the person who had number 90 didn't have to wait to
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stand up. They could come, get close while they waited for it to fill in. So if you knew your number was
coming up, you didn't have to stay in your seat and raise your hand, and do all that, right? Were you
raising your hand in the beginning waiting to be called on?
STUDENT: Yes.
MIA BULJAN: So that'll make us go faster. Another thing that made us go faster was when you started
noticing patterns and you could put them in before your turn came. So John Carlo noticed that the 77,
he knew where it would go because he looked at the 87 and the 97, and he figured out where it would
go. And Cadillac put in the 71 and the 72 at the same time. So you don't have to wait, go sit down, wait,
and come back. So next time tomorrow when we do this let's see how fast we can go if we just keep
moving quickly. How many people thought that this was in the wrong place, that the 10 was in the
wrong place? Yeah because we're used to see it where?
STUDENT: Right there.
MIA BULJAN: Yeah. I know it's different, huh?
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